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SOME REMARKS ON PLAYTHINGS. 

By Mrs. Norman Hill. 

Few museums are without a touching - little collection of 
t0 y S _the playthings of children ages ago. They are all 
much alike— Egyptian, Roman or English— and though 
rudely fashioned, are strong and sufficient for their purpose, 
and worthy to be, as they possibly were, handed down from 
parent to child ; or, as was not unfrequently the case, buried 
with their little owner. One wonders as one looks at them 
how many of the toys in use to-day will survive to the end 
of the century. A good proportion, it is safe to say, will 
be broken before the end of the week ! 

It is almost proverbial that modern children break a 
great many of their toys within a very short time of 
their becoming possessed of them. This is regarded by 
different parents with varying forms of disapproval, and 
1 e SOme ™ others lament over it merely as a costly and 
^ ra rl Vat ?i g f f0rm °u f “ nau ghtiness,” the more thoughtful 
f r reach " , S wehension, the wanton and ever. 

a ernfl Ct . 10 "' ‘ in b ° th Cases < and the ‘wo forms 

unsaid TL 4Tsd„rii COmm0 n n) haS b “" “ 

of the culnrit who ■ ^ es in the unwavering cheerfulness 
.he ;oor r P s : S ^ r :' y dis *»f d to think himself any 

remarked thaLwidTenTk^h • Yf * he ! II is often 
far better than the n<* 61r ° ldest and shabbiest toys 

that a string of eLT ^ b ° U S ht to replace them, and 
and played with acain^ COtton ~ reels will often be treasured 

L flung aside heedfoss ofTherS^ 116 a C ° Stly playthi ” g 

they demand real substance and \i ^ * n0t partly because 

be caught by mere Aim - ’ wlP not let their affections 

strength in them ever * ° W to Y s w hich have not 

And are we not bv tb; ° n acb the shabby stage at all '■ 

things, cultivating L rin PGrpetual Proffering of worthless 
or domg our best tQ cu « vate a tas(e 
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for fhmsiness in every directim^~^^~^ 

only on our own manufactures butt , * " g not 

for us ? °n all who manufacture 


It may be urged that the cotton 
as an instance, continue in existenr S ’. which I have taken 
things, simply because it is almost \L outlast many other 
But even so, this is no fault - it shoul t0 destr °y them, 

.eristic of the earlier plants re! ' eSSential 

destructive, and will very often n,fii t.i,-^ hlldren are naturally 

sheer joy of doing so. One "aTl ^ *- the 

possibly it is better for the child that ° ge ' ber P revent this— 
phase while it lasts 

and interest thus expended, gradually led on' to"fhe d'ehS 
construction mstead. This can hardly be done but by thfwise 
management of playthings, and by allowing, as far as possMe 
only indestructible ones a. first. Queen Victoria s dolls are a 
happy instance of a cultivated child’s care and constructive- 
ness. Very ltkely the little Princess had also costly and 
ready-dressed dolls, but of these we hear nothing and their 
career was no doubt short and uninteresting. On the cheap 
wooden-jointed ones were lavished all their owner’s ingenuity, 
and they probably were the only dolls who ever really 
peopled her imagination. 

The ordinary toy-shop is a depressing place for an intend- 
ing buyer who reflects on these things ; for not one-twentieth 
of the articles sold there, will or can give more than a few 
hours’ amusement, which ends in a demoralizing manner. 
They are not made to last, but to catch a whim, or cheaply 
give a short unsatisfactory pleasure. Besides this, many of 
them are positively dangerous. Poor paint that will not 
bear wetting (much less the sucking not improbably in store 
for it) ; little tin articles of various kinds, from miniature milk 
cans to railway trains, with edges almost as sharp as a 
knife’s ; furry rabbits and cats, whose skins are frequently 
dressed with arsenic ; india-rubber animals, which are in- 


variably provided with what is 
“ squeak a thing temptingly easy to detach and use as a 

whistle — the performer, of course, running cona era ( 

of choking meanwhile — such toys there aie, anc e 

Things easy to swallow are, by theVV ^ y ’^ generally 

considering for whom they are intended, ana are ^ 


known in the nursery as a 
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quietly removed from any gift that arrives by the prudent 
mother or nurse. All these go to make a friend who is in 
the habit of bringing the ordinary kind of present to a child, 
a very frequent cause of anxiety to a careful parent 

Toys are not, in the large majority of cases, bought by the 
individual who is going to use them, which is obviously un- 
avoidable, but it is unfortunate, for not only would they 
probably be better made, but different things altogether 
would I think be in demand if it were otherwise. That is, 
of course, supposing that the buyers could indicate their 
wishes. The playthings of older persons are generally re- 
markable for the excellence of their workmanship. Balls, 
bats, rackets, fishing-rods, bicycles, and other things of the 
kind, are models for the most part, of the skilful combination 
of strength and durability with the other desired qualities, 
and they are eminently fit for their purpose. For though we 
often unwittingly buy unsuitable articles of many descrip- 
tions, as we buy children’s toys, yet where our own play- 
things are concerned, we know exactly what we want, and 
reject inferior ones as far as possible. If we could apply the 
same knowledge and determination when choosing those for 
children, the contents of our nursery toy cupboards would be 
different from what they usually are, and very much more 
desirable for their little owners. 

Books, unfortunately, are worse than toys, if not selected 

cover C tr~ WhlC u, 0ddlyenOUgh ’ the T rarel y are— for a pretty 
hard to TT t0 -r md ^ glft ‘ bu y er in a way that would be 
Sctio„rV nehad n0t re P eated ly suffered from such 
nurse has ho ^ ^ parents who bu y them,— but the kind 
affSionate but" n ^ Wkh her WagGS in her P°cket, or an 
and with the best COmes from a distance,— 

either case the n , 10ns and touching kindliness in 

Some children is p “ b 
the entirely faKo ? ltj some read and assimilate 


US “ al * b rou ght swongly t „ 

P^ty is plentifully nav’ - ener vating and unscriptural 
P r ose, or still more miseraKi dUSe ° USly su PPBed, in wretched 
? P e ts ” is another Courb Animal * in the form of 

mgless and silly i s 6 SU Ject > and much that is mean- 

‘ten-aid that badly-on it also. 
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j s ettort was m i ~~ — — — - 

children of a more interesting and n r/ 0 SUppl y storie s for 
of tales were written by various , S ° rt : and a number 
the title of “ The Parents’ Cabinet ° P P ublisb ed under 
tolerably well written, some excell f J ^ Vary ’ but are a11 
at times to modern ears thev ^ . and though stilted 

bear the supreme test of being glLt'llv r£ ^ a ™ less ' and 
whom they were produced. Tlf . -u ^ lked by those for 
published, in six octavo volumes reCe , ntly been re ‘ 

“ Happy Hours.” ’ th the tltle changed to 

But for the early years of our children let ns f 
be, stand firm — though indeed it ; c ’ S ’ as far as may 

against the mjudicous gifts of even, if necessa^ our deareT 
friends ; and keep as much as possible to the best tha 

Th r J the y0Ung - That ’ ha PPily. U plentiful 

The Bible abounds in stories, so does most ancient literature, 

-that of Greece especially, -and history teems with treas- 

ures for them. Much that has been carefully selected from 

these various sources, may now be readily obtained in a 

simple form ; but an intelligent mother can herself do all 

that is required to adapt them for the infant mind, and with 

these, and the usual fairy tales, and the classical nursery 

stories, she need never run short. At any rate let these be 

supplied liberally, so that the modern miserable production, 

with the alluringly pretty picture on the back, may be 

counteracted, if not fairly driven from the field. 

With regard to toys equal firmness is desirable, though 

possibly not quite so necessary. Happily one need not go 

to the length of condemning all the gifts of this sort to our 

children that do not happen to be entirely what one would 

have selected if a choice had been given. They are often 

very pretty, and generally there is much to be said for them. 

Indeed, a large proportion may be helped and adapted so 

as to play their little part in an exceedingly creditable 

The fragile animals from a small ><oahs Ar q 
° - • * - - :r ramp into their 


manner 
which would 


be hopelessly broken if they came into their 
owner’s hands (not to consider the probability < of bei "J 

played with on the floor and there haply ^anjn by 

bide feet), will, if arranged on a destruction 1 that ' otherwise 
pleasure and outlive the wave o • The charming 

would have entirely overwhelms 
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illustrations of many picture toy-books, if strongly 
- - 1 — ” instead of being tattered and 

our 


coloured . , r , . 

and simply framed, may, instead of being tattered 

unsightly in a week, hang on the nursery walls of uur 
children’s children. Even smaller pictures and Christmas 
cards often survive years of honourable service if they are 
pasted into a stoutly made scrap-book, or on to a calico- 
backed screen. In a plethora of toys, such as occasionally 
has to be dealt with, owing to birthdays or Christmas, it i s 
prudent to quietly keep in reserve the ones that present 
most difficulties. In times of illness, or even on wet days 
if they are good for anything at all, they will be of high 
value, and will then stand a considerably better chance of 
remaining unbroken than they otherwise would. 

For ordinary practical use I would recommend the 
strongest, solidest, simplest, and those only, with linen- 
backed picture books, and, if need be, a well-made rocking- 
horse, until a child has advanced so far as to be able to 

handle things carefully, when more fragile ones as, for 

example, soldiers, or dolls’-house furniture (always a joy to 
the future housekeeper)— may well be added. Mr. Ruskin 
was perhaps too sternly, but not unwisely dealt with by his 
mother, who limited his early playthings to a bunch of keys 

the ,WI bncks> Here > at an y rate > was the solidity 

to love ft SaX °I! ° Ve \ Possihl y the national tendency is 

hinJs BuT7 T tHe eXdUSi ° n ° f ° ther and eve " better 

ls Tdestmv b 6 mflu T Ce ~ and * - strong — of mos t toys 

place but a deh^ S ^ r I crav i n £> and leave nothing in its 
P^ce but a debased toleration for less worthy things. 




A PENCIL SKETCH 

1CH bR OM NATURE. 

By a Mother. 

It is not his little earthly frame that r 
you, though surely no fairer setting ,7^ t0 P ut befor e 
that which Nature has bestr a C ° U d be conceived than 
innocent spirit. Dainty home fo7a m o°? A* light ' bri « ht ' 
clear eyes, deep, thoughtful "! Th ° Se 

according to changing moods or Wr ght ’ laughln £ blue > 
The little sou, siAt L”“d 0 « TZ\ “W 

the fair earth, the loved faces and the rtf *’ gaZra? out at 
voune- life • and th. 7 ’ the chan S ln g scenes of its 
young fife and the windows are so transparent you can 
watch it smile or sigh. P y 

with 16 t^tL* 0 ^ n ° Utb S P eaks vvitb its every movement, 

out the help of the sweet voice with its adorable baby 

imperfections of utterance. The skin is clear and fair as 
transparent china ; and the face is set in a halo of light, 
delicate curls of the finest, softest hair, which Nature has 
twisted round her own dainty fingers. 

Dear little baby Harold ! I have “ used up all the 
adjectives,” yet I have not made you see him clearly ! 

But wait ! he is coming ! He shall show you his own 
sweet self in his own fashion. He is only a baby still in 
point of age ; not yet three years have passed over the sunny 
little head ; but in wit, in imagination, in sense of humour, 
and in sympathy, perhaps he can even teach us something. 

“ Come in, little one ! Did I hear your little voice r Ah ! 
that’s what you always ask, isn’t it: ‘What shall we dor 
Well, shall it be a story to-day r” Knock-a-tock at my 
forehead comes the softest of little fists. “ Is ou in r coos 
the sweetest of baby voices. “ Yes, we are at home, ’ squeak 
the stories. 

“ Who is that ? ” 

“ Oh, that is Silverlocks, I think. 

“ No, I don’t want Silverlocks ; who elk is in . 



